[Veno-occlusive disease of the liver. Treatment by portocaval shunt].
A case of hepatic veno-occlusive disease revealed by abdominal pains and the rapid constitution of ascites in a 33-year old French female is reported. She had taken medicinal plants in order to loose weight. Liver biopsy showed typical histological changes consisting of centrizonal hemorrhagic necrosis and centrolobular vein obstruction with endophlebitis. Owing to an increase of ascites, a side-to-side portacaval shunt was performed. Eight months postoperatively, ascites had completely disappeared and the liver biopsy showed only a moderate centrolobular vein fibrosis. Five years later, the clinical state is normal.